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The development of the county
proceeded very quickly, with
the incorporation of Stratford
(1854), St. Marys (1855),
Mitchell (1857) and Listowel
(1867) as villages. These took
their own seats on county
council. However, the first two
later separated from the County
government – Stratford when it
became a city in 1885 and St.
Marys after it became a town in
1864. In the 1870s, Listowel
and Mitchell became towns
within the county and were
joined by the village of
Milverton in 1881. So from
1885 to 1997, the county
consisted of fourteen
municipalities – eleven
townships, two towns and one
village.

History of Perth County Council

Municipal government in Perth County began with…township
meetings in four townships around Stratford in January 1836 under the
authority of the London District Court of Quarter Sessions...
Democracy only arrived at the upper tier in 1842 with the
establishment of District Councils which were made up of councillors
directly elected from each township. These took over the power to
make local bylaws from the local Court magistrates. The head of these
new councils was appointed by the Governor-General and called the
Warden. Councils were granted the right to elect their Warden in
1847. The full municipal system that we know today, with its two tiers
of local government, was created in 1850 with the Baldwin Act, the
first municipal act. This gave the townships and cities, towns and
villages, their own incorporated municipal councils headed by reeves
or mayors…When the new Perth County Council met for the first time
in the…new Court House at Stratford on January 24, 1853, at 12 noon,
the council consisted of eight reeves and two deputy reeves
representing all eleven townships…The first Warden of the new
county was William Smith of Downie Township who had also been
Warden of the provisional county in 1850 and 1852.
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