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Municipal government in Perth County began with...township
meetings in four townships around Stratford in January 1836 under the
authority of the London District Court of Quarter Sessions...
Democracy only arrived at the upper tier in 1842 with the
establishment of District Councils which were made up of councillors
directly elected from each township. These took over the power to
make local bylaws from the local Court magistrates. The head of these
new councils was appointed by the Governor-General and called the
Warden. Councils were granted the right to elect their Warden in
1847. The full municipal system that we know today, with its two tiers
of local government, was created in 1850 with the Baldwin Act, the
first municipal act. This gave the townships and cities, towns and
villages, their own incorporated municipal councils headed by reeves
or mayors...When the new Perth County Council met for the first time
in the...new Court House at Stratford on January 24, 1853, at 12 noon,
the council consisted of eight reeves and two deputy reeves
representing all eleven townships...The first Warden of the new
county was William Smith of Downie Township who had also been
Warden of the provisional county in 1850 and 1852.
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The development of the county
proceeded very quickly, with
the incorporation of Stratford
(1854), St. Marys (1855),
Mitchell (1857) and Listowel
(1867) as villages. These took
their own seats on county
council. However, the first two
later separated from the County
government — Stratford when it
became a city in 1885 and St.
Marys after it became a town in
1864. In the 1870s, Listowel
and Mitchell became towns
within the county and were
joined by the village of
Milverton in 1881. So from
1885 to 1997, the county
consisted of fourteen
municipalities — eleven
townships, two towns and one
village.
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Ancient Atlas, Found by Perth Clerk-Treasurer, 2.5
Shows First Warden W

Free Press Stratford Bureau
STRATFORD, April 4 — An at-

las outlining historical data of |
| Perth County describes the Canada, ,1

| Company as the “most uncon-
| scionable and unscrupulous ring of

{land grabbers which this country

i has any knowledge of.”
{ The atlas was dug out of a Perth
{County vault by County Clerk-
{ Treasurer Fred Armstrong this
‘week when County Warden Wil-
liam O. Gafiney, of Logan ,Town-
ship, told eounty councilors in ses-
sion here that it was just 100 years
ago thils April that Perth's first
| warden was appointed.
The warden's casual mentioning
of the century-ago appointment—
not an election—roused a momen-
itary ~wave of local patriotism
lamong councilors wheo suggested
ithat Perth should have some sort
lof compiled history for reference
‘and something to which future de-
| velopments could be added.

i Women Doing Job
| Clerk-Treasurer Armstrong said
|the Perth County Women's Insti-
|tute organization had taken upon
|itself the compiling of a county
[history. It's a long and tedious
ltask, but the women are geiting
|material together,

But after the hrief discussion in
[ county council chambers Mr. Arm-
|strong remembered that he had
!seen an old book, left by his father,
[the late Robert Armstrong, which

jcontained a history of Perth in its |

fearly days.

1870's, lists the first appointed “pro- |
visional” Perth County Council
named in 1851. The appointed hody
of nine members met in the old
Union Hotel at Stratford. The
Union Hotel was on what is now
Ontario street just west of Water-

First Council
iappointed provisional counecil were:

Blanshard Township; William
Smith and Andrew Monteith,

John Hinks, representing Logan,

Perth at that time was part of |

William Smith of Downie
Township was Perth County'’s
first Warden. For more
information about Perth
County'’s history and a
complete list of Wardens
since 1850, scan the QR Code

| «

Gaffney; left, and Reeve J,

The book, published in the early | poses with Goderich as the seat of population 46536 of whom

its first representative’ on the
council and St. Marys representa-
tives sat on the county eouncil from
1864 to 1863 when the town became
a separate municipality, Listowels
first representative, D. D. Hay,
loo street. was elected to council in 1867,

The “provisional council” gov-

The nine members of the first erned Perth until 1853 when the

| (county became an officially recog-
| Thomas B. Guest, representing |nized constitdency,

Along Huron Road
Back in 1841, acgcording to the

Downie Township; Alex Hamilton, |atlas, Perth was a gparsely-settled
North Fasthope Township; Sebas- | area with most of the people living
tian Fryfogel, South Hasthope  along the Huron road, now High-
Township, who was named warden; iway No. 8, leading westerly to
Andrew Gourlay, representing Hl- !(;oderich. In the 1841 election there
lice and Mornington townships; | were only six voters in the town-
{ Tames Hill, Fullarton Township; ships of North and South REast-
Robert Donkin, Hibbert Townahip;,l hope. They went in a body to Gode-
irich to eleet a representative to
Elma and Wallace Townships. Ithe then Canadian Parliament.

There is a brief mention of “ad-

{the Huron-Bruce-Perth combined | vancement in education,” when an
Iconstituency for governing pur- 1871 census showed  Perth’s total

Scan the QR

ings. He found the book in effects left by his late father,
strong, cenire, here displays the book for

below

Fred Armstrong, clerk-treasurer of Perth County, guards an atlas,

£

as Appointed 100 Year_s'A'EJo

; - containing an early
history of Perth County, as jealously as he guards the records of county council proceed-

Robert Armstrong. Mr. Arm-
inspection by County Warden William O, -

J. Krug, of South Easthope Township. (Photo Free Press

Stratford Bureau.)

there , the road to Milverton, now part of
government. In 1855 Stratford had were 444 male and 472 female |

i’adults who could not read and 727

|Highway No. 19. “Where all that

|

]male and 952 females who could not | 2R€Y Went in 17 miles of road is

write.

something no man can under-

The atlas publisher takes a sly |stand,” according to the atlas pub-

|jab at a road-building program in
| which $88,000 was spent to build the
inorthern gravel road from Strat-
| ford north to Milverton, a total of
|17 miles. The same amount of
imonoy was sufficient to build about
166 miles of county roads in other
| sections of the county. Other roads,
{which the first council borrowed

588,000 (£22,0000 to build, were:

The Huron road from the Water-
loo County boundary west to Car-
ronbrook which is now Dublin; the
Downie road, south to St. Marys,
and the Mitchell road, from Mitch-
ell to St. Marys. 3
Backed Railway
According to the atlas the Town
of Stratford invested $100,000 in
bonds te help finance the Buffalo

|1isher. Some years later Perth
{ County paid the Town of Stratford
{$7,000 for the Milverton road, the
county to look after maintenance.

Members of this year'’s county
council are:  Warden William 0.
Gaffney, Logan Township; Reeve |
Lincoln J, White, Blanshard: Reeve |
James Holmes, Downie; Reeve D. |
W. Hyde, North Hasthope; Reeve |
J. J. Krug, South Easthope; Reeve |
Michael Messerschmidt and Deputyl
Joseph Walsh, Hilice: Reeve Elgin!
Smith and Deputy James R. Smith, ‘
Elma; Reeve J, W, Brown, Fullm‘-1
ton; Reeve Frank Allan, Hibbert;J
Reeve Roy Walker, Mornington;
Reeve Harold Cosens, Wallace;l
Reeve Lawson Cross and Deputy |

|Lloyd E. Bean, Listowel; Reeve |

and Lake' Huron Railway. Those |J. J. Vosper, Mitchell; Reeve Clar-é

_jbonds were sold for $88,000 to bhuild

Code for

an in-depth look!

Information and photos provided by
Stratford-Perth Archives
4273 Line 34, Stratford

archives@perthcounty.ca

| ence Mogk, Milverton. <




