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Introduction



Prosperity will be guided by Perth County’s 
Vision & Mission

Perth County

Vision

Perth County 

Mission

Perth County aspires to be a self-reliant and 
fiscally responsible region known for exceptional 
service delivery and client-service focus. The 
County will strive to enable the region to grow 
responsibly, innovate successfully and experience 
excellent quality of life

Perth County is an innovative and 
entrepreneurial region. We celebrate community 
and enjoy an exceptional quality of life that offers 
everything from rural landscapes and small 
towns to urban centres. 



About Us

Add a new picture 
here – Team Photo? 



About Us



Perth County:
Central to Ontario’s Success

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ontario Ministry of Finance, 2023
Includes Stratford & St. Mary's

12.3 M 
people 
live on the 
doorstep of 

Perth County



Perth County:
Poised for Growth
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We’re 

Hiring! 

Notes:

* Figures include Stratford & St. Mary’s

[1] Statistics Canada, Census Data, 2001, 2021
[2] Ontario Ministry of Finance, July 2023
[3] per 1 and 2 above
[4] OMAFRA, 2022
[5] Statistics Canada, 2021 / Ministry of Finance

[6] Statistics Canda, 2021
[7} Ibid
[8] Ibid
[9] Ibid
[10] Ibid

[11] Four County Labour Market Planning 
Board, Perth County Local Lens Employment 
One Survey, 2023
[12] ibid
[13] ibid
[14] ibid
[15] ibid

[16] Statistics Canada, Census Data, 2001, 2021
[17] Statistics Canada, Census Data, 2001, 2021
[18] CMHC
[19] CMHC
[20} Watson & Associates,  Perth County 
Housing Needs Assessment,  July 2023
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Perth County: 
A Growing Destination 

Destination 
Development
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Perth County: 
Home to Ontario’s “Big Three” Sectors
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How Perth County stacks up: 
Comparative Analysis 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPEMENT & 
TOURISM STRATEGY

THE APPROACH 

•

•

•

•

One-on-one interviews with 
County leaders and regional 
partners (x12)

Public survey (x98) 

Workshops (x2, w/43 participants) 

Economic action planning
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Opportunities for Perth County to Pursue & Capitalize on

17

16

11
10

6

3

2

2



Perth County Economic Priorities 



SWOT
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Opportunities
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Economic Development and Tourism Priority Areas
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Economic Development and Tourism  Priority Areas 
Goals & Roles to Support a High Performing Economy
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Key Performance Indicators 

How we will Measure Success 

 



1. Business Retention Expansion and Attraction 
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https://www.portcolborne.ca/en/business-and-development/business-visitations.aspx
https://www.portcolborne.ca/en/business-and-development/business-visitations.aspx
https://www.portcolborne.ca/en/business-and-development/business-visitations.aspx
https://www.portcolborne.ca/en/business-and-development/business-visitations.aspx
https://www.portcolborne.ca/en/business-and-development/business-visitations.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/ed-business-retention-and-expansion.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/ed-business-retention-and-expansion.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/ed-business-retention-and-expansion.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/ed-business-retention-and-expansion.aspx
https://www.investinmiddlesex.ca/articles/newsletter/making-it-middlesex-stories-business-success-just-time-solutions
https://www.investinmiddlesex.ca/articles/newsletter/making-it-middlesex-stories-business-success-just-time-solutions
https://www.investinmiddlesex.ca/articles/newsletter/making-it-middlesex-stories-business-success-just-time-solutions
https://www.investinmiddlesex.ca/articles/newsletter/making-it-middlesex-stories-business-success-just-time-solutions
https://www.investinmiddlesex.ca/articles/newsletter/making-it-middlesex-stories-business-success-just-time-solutions
https://www.brant.ca/en/business-in-brant/salute-to-brant.aspx
https://www.brant.ca/en/business-in-brant/salute-to-brant.aspx
https://www.brant.ca/en/business-in-brant/salute-to-brant.aspx
https://www.brant.ca/en/business-in-brant/salute-to-brant.aspx
https://www.brant.ca/en/business-in-brant/salute-to-brant.aspx
https://www.brant.ca/en/business-in-brant/salute-to-brant.aspx


1A. 1.        1. Business Retention Expansion and Attraction 
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https://ruraloxford.ca/initiatives/networking/
https://ruraloxford.ca/initiatives/networking/
https://ruraloxford.ca/initiatives/networking/
https://ruraloxford.ca/initiatives/networking/
https://ruraloxford.ca/initiatives/networking/
https://ruraloxford.ca/initiatives/networking/
https://sandboxcentre.com/blog/press-release/first-press-release/
https://sandboxcentre.com/blog/press-release/first-press-release/
https://sandboxcentre.com/blog/press-release/first-press-release/
https://sandboxcentre.com/blog/press-release/first-press-release/
https://sandboxcentre.com/blog/press-release/first-press-release/
https://sandboxcentre.com/blog/press-release/first-press-release/
https://sandboxcentre.com/blog/press-release/first-press-release/
https://canadasindustrialheartland.com/
https://canadasindustrialheartland.com/
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https://www.st-thomas.org/proposedsite.html
https://www.st-thomas.org/proposedsite.html
https://www.st-thomas.org/proposedsite.html
https://www.warwicktownship.ca/en/our-government/resources/Documents/Circular-Economy-Cluster-Initiative.pdf
https://www.warwicktownship.ca/en/our-government/resources/Documents/Circular-Economy-Cluster-Initiative.pdf
https://www.warwicktownship.ca/en/our-government/resources/Documents/Circular-Economy-Cluster-Initiative.pdf
https://www.warwicktownship.ca/en/our-government/resources/Documents/Circular-Economy-Cluster-Initiative.pdf


1. Business Retention Expansion and Attraction 
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https://geohub-whitby.hub.arcgis.com/apps/Whitby::employment-land-investment-readiness-2022/explore
https://geohub-whitby.hub.arcgis.com/apps/Whitby::employment-land-investment-readiness-2022/explore
https://geohub-whitby.hub.arcgis.com/apps/Whitby::employment-land-investment-readiness-2022/explore
https://geohub-whitby.hub.arcgis.com/apps/Whitby::employment-land-investment-readiness-2022/explore
https://geohub-whitby.hub.arcgis.com/apps/Whitby::employment-land-investment-readiness-2022/explore
https://geohub-whitby.hub.arcgis.com/apps/Whitby::employment-land-investment-readiness-2022/explore
https://www.progressivebynature.com/sites/default/files/Vacant%20Employment%20Land%20Inventory.pdf
https://www.progressivebynature.com/sites/default/files/Vacant%20Employment%20Land%20Inventory.pdf
https://www.progressivebynature.com/sites/default/files/Vacant%20Employment%20Land%20Inventory.pdf
https://www.progressivebynature.com/sites/default/files/Vacant%20Employment%20Land%20Inventory.pdf
https://wowc.ca/#:~:text=WOWC%20advocates%20on%20behalf%20of,care%2C%20broadband%20and%20economic%20development.
https://wowc.ca/#:~:text=WOWC%20advocates%20on%20behalf%20of,care%2C%20broadband%20and%20economic%20development.


1. Business Retention Expansion and Attraction 
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https://www.investhaltonhills.com/en/invest-and-grow/business-concierge.aspx
https://www.investhaltonhills.com/en/invest-and-grow/business-concierge.aspx
https://www.investhaltonhills.com/en/invest-and-grow/business-concierge.aspx
https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/business-growth/development-concierge-program.aspx
https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/business-growth/development-concierge-program.aspx
https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/business-growth/development-concierge-program.aspx
https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/business-growth/development-concierge-program.aspx
https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/business-growth/development-concierge-program.aspx
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https://www.swotc.ca/signature-experience-program
https://www.swotc.ca/signature-experience-program
https://www.swotc.ca/signature-experience-program
https://www.swotc.ca/signature-experience-program
https://cyclesimcoe.ca/
https://www.durham.ca/en/tourism/cycling.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/tourism/cycling.aspx
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https://www.thecounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PEC_strategy_recommendations_R5_SCREEN.pdf
https://www.thecounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PEC_strategy_recommendations_R5_SCREEN.pdf
https://www.thecounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PEC_strategy_recommendations_R5_SCREEN.pdf
https://www.thecounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PEC_strategy_recommendations_R5_SCREEN.pdf
https://www.thecounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PEC_strategy_recommendations_R5_SCREEN.pdf
https://www.thecounty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PEC_strategy_recommendations_R5_SCREEN.pdf
https://www.tillsonburg.ca/news/tillsonburg-wins-the-2022-marketing-canada-award-for-wayfinding-signage/
https://www.tillsonburg.ca/news/tillsonburg-wins-the-2022-marketing-canada-award-for-wayfinding-signage/
https://www.tillsonburg.ca/news/tillsonburg-wins-the-2022-marketing-canada-award-for-wayfinding-signage/
https://www.tillsonburg.ca/news/tillsonburg-wins-the-2022-marketing-canada-award-for-wayfinding-signage/


2. Destination Development & Marketing 
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https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/tr-experiencelocalfood.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/tr-experiencelocalfood.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/tr-experiencelocalfood.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/tr-experiencelocalfood.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/tr-experiencelocalfood.aspx
https://www.wellington.ca/en/business/tr-experiencelocalfood.aspx
https://www.visitthecounty.com/
https://www.visitthecounty.com/
https://www.visitthecounty.com/
https://www.visitkingston.ca/
https://www.visitkingston.ca/
https://www.visitkingston.ca/
https://www.visitkingston.ca/
https://explorewaterloo.ca/
https://explorewaterloo.ca/
https://explorewaterloo.ca/
https://explorewaterloo.ca/
https://explorewaterloo.ca/
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https://explorethebruce.com/
https://explorethebruce.com/
https://explorethebruce.com/
https://www.northumberlandtourism.com/en/index.aspx
https://www.northumberlandtourism.com/en/index.aspx
https://www.northumberlandtourism.com/en/index.aspx
https://www.northumberlandtourism.com/en/index.aspx
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https://www.visitthecounty.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/WineMap2018.pdf
https://www.visitthecounty.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/WineMap2018.pdf
https://www.visitthecounty.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/WineMap2018.pdf
https://kawarthasnorthumberland.ca/butter-tart-tour/
https://kawarthasnorthumberland.ca/butter-tart-tour/
https://kawarthasnorthumberland.ca/butter-tart-tour/
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https://living.brucecounty.on.ca/relocate/
https://living.brucecounty.on.ca/relocate/
https://living.brucecounty.on.ca/relocate/
https://living.brucecounty.on.ca/relocate/
https://london.ca/immigration/community-support/LMLIP
https://london.ca/immigration/community-support/LMLIP
https://london.ca/immigration/community-support/LMLIP
https://london.ca/immigration/community-support/LMLIP
https://london.ca/immigration/community-support/LMLIP
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https://www.workforcewindsoressex.com/manufacturing-day/
https://www.workforcewindsoressex.com/manufacturing-day/


3.  People & Workforce Development
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https://www.civiconnect.ca/yss
https://www.civiconnect.ca/yss
https://www.civiconnect.ca/yss
https://www.civiconnect.ca/yss
https://www.civiconnect.ca/yss
https://www.civiconnect.ca/yss
https://www.civiconnect.ca/yss
https://www.civiconnect.ca/yss
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https://forms.perthcounty.ca/CAO/Ecdev-and-Tourism/Employer-Portal-Registration


4. Affordable & Alternative Forms of Housing
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https://www.oxfordcounty.ca/en/services-for-you/my-second-unit.aspx
https://www.oxfordcounty.ca/en/services-for-you/my-second-unit.aspx
https://www.oxfordcounty.ca/en/services-for-you/my-second-unit.aspx
https://www.simcoe.ca/SocialHousing/Documents/2019_Secondary%20Suites_Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.simcoe.ca/SocialHousing/Documents/2019_Secondary%20Suites_Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.simcoe.ca/SocialHousing/Documents/2019_Secondary%20Suites_Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.ruralontarioinstitute.ca/RHIS
https://www.ruralontarioinstitute.ca/RHIS
https://www.ruralontarioinstitute.ca/RHIS
https://www.ruralontarioinstitute.ca/RHIS
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https://www.amo.on.ca/


5. Mobility 2.0
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http://ride-sct.ca/


5. Mobility 2.0
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https://www.uride.co/locations/chatham-kent
https://www.uride.co/locations/chatham-kent
https://www.uride.co/locations/chatham-kent
https://www.uride.co/locations/chatham-kent
https://rideoncanada.ca/
https://rideoncanada.ca/
https://rideoncanada.ca/
https://rideoncanada.ca/
https://rideoncanada.ca/
https://driverseatinc.com/locations/driverseat-woodstock/
https://driverseatinc.com/locations/driverseat-woodstock/
https://driverseatinc.com/locations/driverseat-woodstock/
https://innisfil.ca/en/my-government/transit-reports.aspx#Transit-system-performance
https://innisfil.ca/en/my-government/transit-reports.aspx#Transit-system-performance
https://innisfil.ca/en/my-government/transit-reports.aspx#Transit-system-performance
https://innisfil.ca/en/my-government/transit-reports.aspx#Transit-system-performance


5. Mobility 2.0
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https://www.ttc.ca/
https://ontario.transportaction.ca/on-demand-transit-solving-for-the-last-mile/
https://ontario.transportaction.ca/on-demand-transit-solving-for-the-last-mile/
https://ontario.transportaction.ca/on-demand-transit-solving-for-the-last-mile/
https://ontario.transportaction.ca/on-demand-transit-solving-for-the-last-mile/
https://ontario.transportaction.ca/on-demand-transit-solving-for-the-last-mile/
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